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Your Excellency, 
  
We, the Board of Directors of ACSYA Inc. write to highlight concerns about 
the misrepresentation of Indigenous Assyrian folk garments at Expo 2020 
Dubai (hereinafter the “Expo”). According to the official Expo website— 
www.virtualexpodubai.com —and specifically under the Iraq Pavilion profile, 
two articles of clothing that are of Assyrian heritage (see annexures marked 
“A” and “B”) have been mislabelled as “Kurdish folklore”. For many 
Assyrians, these garments are not only a form of cultural expression, but 
valued carriers of Indigenous identity and continuity. The mislabelling of 
such garments diminishes this cultural significance and erodes this rich 
heritage. 
  
Indeed, the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI) consists of multi-ethnic, multi-
cultural, and multi-confessional societies— including First Nation peoples 
(Indigenous Assyrians). In fact, the constitution of the KRI, and that of the 
Federal Government, that is, the Republic of Iraq, embraces this 
multiculturality. We, hereby, urge that you consider rephrasing the wording 
on the website so to reflect this reality. This shall, indeed, echo the Expo’s 
agenda which celebrates “diversity, inclusivity, and multiculturalism”. 
Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please do not hesitate to 
write to us. 
 
 
Regards, 

 

Ramy Jajo 
President, ACSYA Inc. 
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ANNEXURE “A” 
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ANNEXURE “B” 
 
 

 
 

 


